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LINDNER (With understated relief) Thank you. I would
sort of like to explain this thing in my own way. I mean
I want to explain to you in a certain way.

wALTER Go ahead.

LINDNER Yes. Well. 'm going to try to get right to the
point. ’'m sure we’ll all appreciate that in the long run.

BENEATHA Yes.
WALTER Be still now!

~WLINDNER Well—

; O\
% ! RUTH (Still innocently) Would you like another chair—

you don’t look comfortable.

LINDNER (More frustrated than annoyed) No, thank you
very much. Please. Well—to get right to the point I—(A
great breath, and he is off at last) 1 am sure you people
must be aware of some of the incidents which have hap-
pened in various parts of the city when colored people
have moved into certain areas—(BENEATHA exhales
beavily and starts tossing a piece of fruit up and down
in the air) Well—because we have what I think is going
to be a unique type of organization in American com-
munity life—not only do we deplore that kind of thing—
but we are trying to do something about it. (BENEATHA
stops tossing and turns with a new and quizzical interest
to the man) We feel—(gaining confidence in his mission
because of the interest in the faces of the people he is
talking to)—we feel that most of the trouble in this
world, when you come right down to it—(He bhits his
knee for emphasis)—most of the trouble exists because
people just don’t sit down and talk to each other.

rRUTH (Nodding as she might in church, pleased with the
remark) You can say that again, mister.
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LINDNER (More encouraged by such affirmation) That
we don’t try hard enough in this world to understand
the other fellow’s problem. The other guy’s point of
view.

rRUTH Now that’s right.

(BENEATHA and WALTER merely watch and listen with
genuine interest)

LINDNER Yes—that’s the way we feel out in Clybourne

Park. And that’s why I was elected to come here this
afternoon and talk to you people. Friendly like, you
know, the way people should talk to each other and see
if we couldn’t find some way to work this thing out. As
I say, the whole business is a matter of caring about the
other fellow. Anybody can see that you are a nice family
of folks, hard working and honest I’m sure. (BENEATHA
frowns slightly, quizzically, ber bead tilted regarding
him) Today everybody knows what it means to be on
the outside of something. And of course, there is always
somebody who is out to take advantage of people who
don’t always understand.

wALTER What do you mean?

LINDNER Well—you see our community is made up of

people who've worked hard as the dickens for years
to build up that little community. They’re not rich and
fancy people; just hard-working, honest people who
don’t really have much but those little homes and a
dream of the kind of community they want to raise
their children in. Now, I don’t say we are perfect and
there is a lot wrong in some of the things they want.
But you’ve got to admit that a man, right or wrong, has
the right to want to have the neighborhood he lives in
a certain kind of way. And at the moment the over-
whelming majority of our people out there feel that
people get along better, take more of a common interest
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in the life of the community, when they share a common
background. I want you to believe me when 1 tell you
that race prejudice simply doesn’t enter into it. It is a
matter of the people of Clybourne Park believing, rightly
or wrongly, as I say, that for the happiness of all con-
cerned that our Negro families are happier when they

live in their own communiti’es_._l 'ENV

BENEATHA (With a grand and bitter gesture) This,
friends, is the Welcoming Committee!

WALTER (Dumbfounded, looking at LINDNER) Is this
what you came marching all the way over here to tell

us?

LINDNER Well, now we’ve been having a fine conversa-
tion. I hope yow’ll hear me all the way through.

wALTER (Tightly) Go ahead, man.

LINDNER You see—in the face of all the things 1 have
said, we are prepared to make your family a very gen-
erous offer ...

BENEATHA Thirty pieces and not a coin less!

WALTER Yeah?

LINDNER (Putting on bis glasses and drawing a form out
of the briefcase) Our association is prepared, through
the collective effort of our people, to buy the house from
you at a financial gain to your family.

ruUTH Lord have mercy, ain’t this the living gall!
waLTER All right, you through?

LINDNER Well, I want to give you the exact terms of the
financial arrangement—

WALTER We don’t want to hear no exact terms of no
arrangements. I want to know if you got any more to
tell us *bout getting together?
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LINDNER (Taking off his glasses) Well—I don’t suppose
that you feel . . .

wALTER Never mind how | feel—you got any more to
say 'bout how people ought to sit down and talk to each
other? . . . Get out of my house, man.
(He turns his back and walks to the door)

LINDNER (Looking around at the hostile faces and reach-
ing and assembling his bat and briefcase) Well—I don’t
undcrstanq why you people are reacting this way. What
do. you think you are going to gain by moving into a
neighborhood where you just aren’t wanted and where
some elements—well—people can get awful worked up
when they feel that their whole way of life and everything
they’ve ever worked for is threatened.

wALTER Get out.

LINDNER (At the door, holding a small card) Well—I'm
sorry it went like this.

wALTER Get out,

LINDNER (Almost sadly regarding wWALTER) You just can’t
force people to change their hearts, son.
(He turns and put his card on a table and exits. WALTER
pushes the door to with stinging hatred, and stands
looking at it. RUTH just sits and BENEATHA just stands.
They say nothing. MAMA and TRAVIS enter)

MAMA Wc@l-—-—this all the packing got done since I left out
of here this morning. I testify before God that my children

got all the energy of the dead! What time the moving
men due?

BENEATHA Four o’clock. You had a caller, Mama.
(She is smiling, teasingly)

MAMA Sure enough—who?




